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a short range of isolation stalls, is highly desirable, but seldom
exists. Such accommodation affords the animal comparative
quietude and comfort, and ensures a degree of purity of air
unobtainable in the average byre; it also permits of the segre-
gation of cases suffering from contagious disease. These con-
siderations usually outweigh the fact that segregation may have
a disturbing effect upon a cow accustomed to the company of
her fellows in the herd.
When the patient is decumbent, she must be given particular
care and attention. If she be in a double stall, her neighbour
should be removed so that she may be afforded greater free-
dom. She should be given a deep bed of straw, and since
ruminants, if allowed to He prostrate on the side, soon become
dangerously tympanitic, the patient should be supported with
the aid of sacks filled with straw, or by other similar means, so
that she is retained in a more or less natural recumbent position,
and care should be taken that she rest upon alternate sides, and
that her position be changed every few hours; a string link
should be put in the binding chain, or, alternatively, a head
collar and arope may be substituted for the chain, so that her head
may be readily released in emergency. In decumbent cows the
rectum and bladder must, if necessary, be evacuated at proper
intervals.
With such minor modifications as are here indicated the
principles governing the sick nursing of horses ($M>.) are of equal
application to cattle.
The Care of Parturient Cows.
Exercise, if not essential to the non4actating pregnant cow,
is always beneficial. Even in winter, parturient cows may be
turned out of doors for a short time daily, unless during very
stormy or extremely cold weather. In summer they may be
continuously pastured, and housed only when it is apparent that
parturition is imminent; or they may be allowed to calve in the
field, but this course does not permit of the close supervision
which is desirable.
Where the accommodation permits, the non4actating pregnant
cows may be removed from the milking herd, and housed
separately in loose-boxes until they have calved; but if, as is
usually the case, the calf is born in the byre, the drainage channel
should be previously filled in with bundles of straw as a pre-
cautionary measure against injury to cow and calf.
Parturition is a normal physiological act, and while assistance,
when that is necessary, should be immediately rendered, prema-
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